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September/October 2016 

An organization 
dedicated to the 
advancement of 

traditional Irish music, 
language, dance and 

culture 

 

Branch website: www.irishrochester.com 
Facebook: rochester irish musicians association 

 

 

Irish Cultural Day  

At St. John Fisher College  

(formerly at Nazareth College)  

 

Saturday , October 2 2 ð noon to 5 pm  

Meeting Place: Cleary Auditorium, 

Kearney Hall  

 

http://www.irishrochester.com/
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2016 Turtle Hill Folk Festival 

 
Presented by the Golden Link Folk Singing Society 

September 9, 10, and 11, 2016 
 

Location: Rotary Sunshine Campus 809 5 Points Rd, Rush, NY 14543 
 

Three days of music featuring concerts, workshops, singing, jamming, food, and fun! 

Featuring: 

¶ DAVID WILCOX 

¶ APRIL VERCH BAND* 

¶ GATHERING TIME 

¶ JIM GAUDET & THE RAILROAD BOYS 

¶ ROBERT JONES & MATT WATROBA 

¶ BOB ZENTZ (with Ramblin' Conrad's Old-Time Tent) 

¶ MARA LEVINE 

Join us at the Rotary Sunshi ne Campus!       Rain or Shine! All Events under cover.  

¶ Concerts Friday at 7 pm and Saturday at 7 pm 

¶ Daytime workshops and mini-concerts 

¶ Post-concert fireside singalong 

¶ NEW VOICES EMERGING ARTISTS SHOWCASE (Saturday 4 pm) - Sponsored by 

Bernunzio Uptown Music 

¶ Food and craft vendors 

¶ Heated bunkhouses with attached bath & showers or free rough camping sites 

¶ Nature trails, two playgrounds, and mini-golf on site 

¶ All facilities are wheelchair accessible 
More Festival information will be posted here as it becomes available: 

http://www.goldenlink.org/festival 

http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_d_wilcox
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_april_verch
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_gathering_time
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_j_gaudet_rr_boys
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_jones_watroba
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_bob_zentz
http://www.goldenlink.org/artist_2016_mara_lavine
http://www.goldenlink.org/festival_location
http://www.goldenlink.org/new_voices
http://bernunzio.com/
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September 17 & 18, 2016, 10 am ï 6 pm 

 
An eclectic mix of onstage bands playing music from American roots, zydeco, bluegrass and 
more will have your fingers snappin’ and feet tappin’ will start at 10:00 and continue until 6:00. 
Bring your instrument along and join the informal jamming or take a workshop in the most 
beautiful woodland setting of the Springwater hills. 
See details about the individual bands on our website: http://springwatermusicfair.org/ 

 

  

  

 
 

 
 

WORKSHOPS    The highlight of the fair for many are the country workshops 

scheduled throughout both days.  Bring your instrument to the fair and join any of 

the workshops or jam sessions.  

http://springwatermusicfair.org/
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AOIFE SCOTT BAND 

Thursday, September 22 @ 8:00 pm  -  $20 (kids age 12 and under, free)  

Location: Lovin ô Cup 300 Park Point Dr, Ste 101, Rochester, NY     (585) 292-9940 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With an impeccable pedigree as a member of the legendary Black Family, which includes her 
mother, Frances, and her aunt, Mary, Aoife is steadily rising to the top of the traditional and 
folk music scene, while garnering acclaim and recognition at home and abroad as she hones 
her craft.  

Aoife, who speaks both English and Irish fluently, has been immersed in the music scene from 
an early age, from listening to her grandparents, mother, aunt and uncles making music 
around the fire, to observing the backstage workings of festivals both here and abroad. She 
moved to the west coast of Ireland several years ago, and her passion for the native Irish 
language spoken there is reflected in her choice of songs, including the first single “All Along 
the Wild Atlantic Way” from her debut album, Carry The Day. 

Aoife gained invaluable international experience when she spent a year touring worldwide as 
lead singer with The Outside Track, whose marriage of Canadian, Scottish and Irish music 
and song has been rapturously received around the world. She has also performed with some 
of the finest acts on the folk and traditional scene both here and abroad, including We Banjo 3, 
FullSet, Sharon Shannon, S®amus Begley, Altan, Cherish the Ladies, Declan O Rourke, 
John Prine, and of course, the Black Family. 

Rounding out the band are Andrew Meaney on guitar and Eamonn Moloney on flute and 
whistles (both members of FullSet) and Conor Lyons on bouzouki and bodhran. 

Tour promo video can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VO97NoOYHy8 
 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VO97NoOYHy8
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A new collection of songs entitled "The Next 

Generation- Traditional Songs for Young Singers" has 

recently been published. Supported by Comhaltas and 

the Arts Council, the book and CD consist of 16 slow 

and lively traditional songs suitable for young traditional 

song enthusiasts. The songs are recorded by Cork singer 

and All- Ireland champion singer, Elle Marie O' Dwyer, 

with many of my her young singing pupils joining her 

for some of the songs. 

While the collection is not solely aimed at 

competitors, all songs are suitable for Fleadh Cheoil 

competitions. There continues to be a slight 

misunderstanding among some young singers as to what 

constitutes an appropriate "Fleadh song". It is hoped that 

the songbook will lead competitors on the right path of 

song selection. 

Overall, the aim of the publication is to encourage 

our young people to explore and learn traditional songs 

and carry on the tradition into "The Next Generation". 

The book is the perfect resource for teachers and 

parents. It is also a great source of songs for Comhaltas 

branches who may not hold singing classes but may like 

to include some songs in their concerts, recitals or 

Seisiún shows etc. 

To purchase the collection, contact Elle at:  ellemaria@hotmail.com 

Elle Marie O' Dwyer 

www.ellemarieodwyer.ie   
www.youtube.com/ellemarieodwyer   

 
  

 

Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann 
Northeast Regional Meeting in Rochester. 

November 5, 2016 
This annual event will be hosted this year by the Tom Finucane, Rochester 
branch.  The events for the day will include a business meeting and a ceili in 
the evening.  If you would like to volunteer to help with the activities,  
please contact  
John Ryan (j.m.r.28@hotmail.com) or Dave Halligan (dhalligan@rochester.rr.com). 
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Schedul e 

Saturday October 22, 12:00-5:00 
12:00-12:30 Gathering 
12:30-2:00 Workshops A 
2:00-2:15 Break 
2:15-3:45 Workshops B 
3:45-5:00 Trad Session 
 
Workshops lined up so far  

Irish Step Dance and Ceili Dance: Amy Coppola 
Set Dancing: led by the Wednesday McGinnity's set dancers 
Learning by Ear, Playing by Heart: Marie Brate 
Beginner/Intermediate Fiddle: Dick Bolt 
Intermediate/Advanced Fiddle: Kit Fallon 
Flute: Jean Smith 
Beginner Whistle: James Hallahan 
Intermediate/Advanced Whistle: Ralph Minervino 
(possible) 18-and-Under Whistle: Jean Smith 
Bodhran (possibly split into two levels): Kate Ballard  
Accordion: Ted McGraw, Jane Sturmer, and friends 
Irish Language: Dan McGrath 
Guitar and Bouzouki Accompaniment: Scott Smith 
 
More to be announced! 
 
A complete schedule and directions will be forthcoming via email in October. 
 
Meanwhile, if you are interested in helping out with the event or leading a 
workshop, please contact Ben Hockenberry: benhockenberry@gmail.com 

  

Irish Cultural Day  

At St. John Fisher College  (formerly at Nazareth 

College)  

 

Saturday , October 2 2 ð noon to 5 pm  

Meeting Place: Cleary Auditorium, Kearney Hall  
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Music club activities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

September 10, 2016 
Flute and Whistle Club, 10:00 am – 11:00 

Sets for Sessions Practice: 11 am- 12 

Pittsford Recreation Center, 35 Lincoln Avenue, Pittsford, NY 

 
October 8, 2016 

Flute and Whistle Club, 10:00 am – 12:00 

Pittsford Recreation Center, 35 Lincoln Avenue, Pittsford, NY 

 

For Box Club information, please contact Scott Bellinger at: scottbellinger@hotmail.com 
 

Country Dancers of Rochester 

40
th

 Anniversary Dance featuring a reunion of the Blackthorn Celidh Band 

June 23, 2016 

We had so much fun at the 40th 
Anniversary dance! The first half of the 
evening featured Eric Rounds calling with 
the Blackthorn Ceilidh Band, including 
several original members of the group 
that played for CDR's first dance in 1976. 
The second half featured members of the 
Rochester Callersô Collective with music 
by Eric Rounds, Mark Henry, and Brian 
Williams. We had an amazing turnout of 
dancers new and old, and just so much 
fun! Thank you to everyone who worked 
so hard to make this a great event! 

Dancers and performers are welcome to 
download images for personal use. 

Images are available for download 
here:http://kathrynmae.phanfare.com/14304994 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CountryDancersofRochester/
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fkathrynmae.phanfare.com%2F14304994&h=_AQGRx9paAQH1cbG_2nQyi3PUhgz3g8qkq49CocZVV8pxUg&enc=AZNjSbkoNqrolXxP11d5VKB5sOpu9yUIpndYdWryAzGqGoOXOIMOvcazLEZ_FDqbTzQvrlG42gRVLHzCXzA0x4hPbY4tLey9Mi5tx_sg0_5Ugo7e9cInrHqbUPlMfmmFE3MA94ws_xWO9gv7dhiZ0bqzGZfMlpIdM9ClZEV8Ehc0eW_phC_fjfofkFAiT_TKHy8&s=1
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Irish American Cultural 

Institute, Rochester, NY 

Space is available for paid advertisements  and classifieds . 
 Only $100 per year (six issues of the newsletter) 

For information, please contact Dave Halligan dhalligan@rochester.rr.com 

PILAROSCIA AGENCY 
General Insurance 

Property, Casualty, Personal, Commercial 
Phone: 585-381-2605 

2509 Browncroft Blvd., Rochester, NY 14625 

 

Brennan Genealogical Research 
 Christopher Brennan, MA, MLS 
Genealogical and Historical Researcher 
116 Wildwood Drive, Rochester, NY 14616 

585-319-3806  cristoir@twc.com 

Over 25 Years experience 

 

IACI Movies for 2016-2017 

Oct. 2 (4-7 p.m.) Brooklyn  (2015) 

Nov. 6 (4-7 p.m.) 

The Secret of Roan Inish  (1994) 

Jan. 8 (4-7 p.m.)    Michael Collins (1996) 

Feb. 5 (2 p.m.; earlier time because of Super 

Bowl) The Crying Game  (1992) 

March 19 (4-7 p.m.) 

Dancing at Lughnasa  (1998) 
(not first Sunday because of venue availability)  

April 2  (4-7 p.m.)  The General  (1998) 

ñThe 1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic has been called the most 
important document in Irish history, establishing the idea of equal 
rights across gender, fair labor practices, and conferring the right of 
self-government to the people.ò 
      Adam Farley, Irish America, Feb/Mar 2016, p. 45 

mailto:cristoir@twc.com
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2381111/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0111112/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0117039/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104036/?ref_=nv_sr_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120643/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120706/?ref_=nv_sr_4
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Irish music on the radio with Ted & John 

McGraw:  

 
Ol' Fiddler Show 
WRUR 88.5 FM 
Sundays 12:00-1pm  
 

Irish Party House 
WRUR 88.5 FM 
Sundays 1pm-2pm 

Branch Officers - 2016 
 
Cathoirleach (Chair) 
 Dave Halligan 
Leas-Cathoirleach (Vice Chair) 
 John Ryan 
Runai (Secretary) 
 Bill Hallahan 
Cisteoir (Treasurer) 
 Lynn Pilaroscia 
Michoir (Auditor) 
 Shawn Casey 
Youth Officers 

Marta Driscoll 
 

Programs 
Music Events 
 Cathy McGrath 
 Ted McGraw 
 John Ryan 
Ceili Dancing 
 Arlene Miller 
Membership 
 Bill Hallahan 
Singers’ Session 
    Becky Farrell Ferrigno 
Music Learner’s Session 
 Mark Ballard 
Website 
 Marta Driscoll 
Newsletter 
 Bill Hallahan 
Music Instrument Library 
 Mark Gowman 
Concerts & Festivals 
 Dave Halligan 
 John Ryan 

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann 
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES for 2016 

Dues: 
First Adult     $25.00 
Second Adult    $  8.00 
Family     $40.00 
Junior     $  4.00 
 
Please make your check payable to: CCE 
Mail to: Comhaltas 

6658 North Avon Road 
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472 

 

Look for us on Facebook: 

Rochester Irish Musicianôs Association 

Join Comhaltas and support Irish music. and culture.    

Check your membership card for expiration date.  
 If you have ideas or articles or announcements or photos to include in this 

newsletter, please send them to Bill Hallahan at whallah3@naz.edu.  

 

Your donations are tax-deductible. 

http://www.tedmcgraw.com/radioshow.html
http://www.tedmcgraw.com/partyhouse.html
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Comhaltas-Sponsored Music Sessions, Dancing, Singing 
 
1st Sundays of every month:  The American Hotel 

4:00 pm  7304 E. Main Street, Lima, NY 
 

2rd Friday of every month:  
 7:30 pm    CCE music session The Greenhouse Cafe 
  2271 E Main St., Rochester, NY 14609 
Last Sunday of every month:  
  Johnny's Irish Pub  
  1342 Culver Road, Rochester, NY 
 3:00 pm    Music Learning Session with Mark Ballard 
 3:00-5:00 pm Singer Session with Chris Brennan 
 5:00 pm    Regular session 
 
Set Dancing Every Wednesday: McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant 
 7:30 pm 534 West Ridge Road 

No experience, no partner necessary. 
Instructors: Arlene Miller (585) 663-4438.  James Coughlin, caller. 

OTHER TRADITIONAL IRISH & CELTIC MUSIC SESSIONS 
Every Monday:   Colie’s Café, Nazareth College campus 

 Leader: Jane Sturmer 

 6:00 pm    waltz session 

 7:00-9:00 pm: jigs, reels, etc. same tune set each week (mostly) 

 Ben’s website for the Monday session: 

   https://sites.google.com/site/rocnyslowsession/ 

Every Tuesday: 

 7:00 pm (study session) Charlotte Tavern, 2 River Road & Lake Ave. 

 

Every Saturday:  Barryôs Old School Irish, Webster. 

2:00-5:30 pm. Leader: John Ryan 

 

First Wednesdays:  7:00 pm Scottish Sessions at 7:00-9:00 PM at the Pittsford 

Recreation Center (Spiegel Community Center), 35 Lincoln Avenue Pittsford, NY 14534  
 

Thursdays 

 Begins at 7:30 pm.  Duffy’s Irish Pub,  

 100 West Main Street, Avon, NY (RR station at the tracks).   

 Leaders: Bill Henrie & Adrienne Maher 

https://sites.google.com/site/rocnyslowsession/

