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Mulconry’s Traditional Irish Pub & Restaurant
17 Liftbridge Lane E., Fairport, NY
Appetizers Provided
Please RSVP to
dick@tullamorecelticband.com
so they can plan the food
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Who let the Celts out?
Tullamore Celtic Band burns new CD
Friend them on Facebook.
Check out their website: www.tullamorecelticband.com or
www.dickbolt.com For special events: dick@tullamorecelticband.com
Terry O’Toole

Brian Coughlin

Dick Bolt

More performance information on page 7
The Tullamore Celtic Band is composed of two Comhaltas Tom Finucane Branch family members, plus
family members were involved in production of the jacket for this CD: Brenna O'Toole did the cover art
and Alice Hallahan did the graphic design and band photos.
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Goitse Forged in the white-hot creative crucible
of Limerick University’s Irish World Academy of
Music and Dance, the quintet have graduated
with a musical maturity worthy of the greatest.
They have made a name for themselves as one
of the most sought after bands amongst
connoisseurs of Irish Traditional music, having
won feverish critical plaudits for their Dónal
Lunny-produced second album Transformed.
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Wednesday, March 5, 2014
8 p.m.
Lovin’ Cup bistro & brew
300 Park Point Drive
Suite # 101
Rochester, NY
Tickets are $20
$15 for paid Comhaltas members:
contact Dave Halligan for information
dhalligan@rochester.rr.com

.

Doolin, 2010

Listen and watch them play at the Hawkswell Theatre, Sligo: http://goitse.ie/

Comhaltas Rochester

March/April 2014 Page 4

The Band:
The five members of Goitse formed this exciting young
band at Limerick University's Irish World Academy of
Music. The name Goitse comes from an informal
Gaeelic Irish greeting meaning “come here” and is
pronounced roughly "gotcha”. They perform a
distinctive mix of their own compositions and wellknown traditional tunes. Lace up your dancing shoes
and get ready for a night of wonderful music and fast
paced fun with Goitse.
Colm Phelan is an exceptional Bodhran player whose
style encompasses both tradition and innovation. He has
been playing bodhrán and Ceili Band drums since
childhood. Colm was named World Bodhran Champion, in
Miltown, County Kerry in 2006, and in the same year won
the All Ireland competition.
James Harvey is an accomplished banjo player, having
won the senior world Fleadh Banjo championship at the
age of 16. He is currently University of Limerick pursuing a
Professional Teaching Degree in Music Education. Though
he has studied a wide range of music including classical
mandolin, bluegrass, and Jazz, his style is primarily based
in Irish Traditional Music
Áine McGeeney has captured the hearts of Irish Music
fans all over the world with her unique and captivating
voice with songs in both English and the Irish language.
Combined with her energetic, fiddle playing she is now one
of the leading young musicians in Irish music today.
Tadhg Ó Meachair is an All Ireland Champion Pianist and
Piano Accordian player. Since his recent graduation from
the Irish World Academy at Limerick University he has
traveled the world performing with Goitse and has
recorded albums with some of the most accomplished Irish
traditional missions.
Conal O’Kane moved to Limerick to study traditional
music after finishing high school in his home town of
Philadelphia. His guitar style draws from a wide variety of
influences, from jazz and classic rock, while still rooted
firmly within the Irish tradition.
Additional Info
www.goitse.ie
Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgRhW2rRQh8

Colm Phelan

James Harvey

Áine McGeeney

Tadhg Ó Meachair
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John Michael Ryan interviews Conal O’Kane
Goitse started its tour of the Northeast and
the Republic of Disneyworld on the 25th of
last month, but before they did, guitarist and
lone Yank in the Limerick-based group
CONAL O'KANE took some time to answer
some questions about growing up Irish in
Philadelphia, traditional music here and
abroad, and where to get the best
cheesesteak in his home town.
John: First off, tell us what it was like growing up
with a foot on either side of the Atlantic.
Conal: It was great for me, because it meant
that we had regular trips over to my Dad's
hometown of Buncrana, in Donegal, usually
about once a year. Buncrana is a small town with
a disproportionately large community of seriously
good musicians, including two members of Altan.
This is due at least partly to the great fiddle
teacher Dinny McLaughlin, who is an old friend of
my Dad, who taught Ciaran Tourish, Liz Doherty,
and Dermot Byrne, among many others. He
actually taught me my first Irish tune on the fiddle
when I was about 13 or 14. He told me that if I
couldn't play it properly the next time I came back
to Ireland, he would strangle me, so that provided
an early incentive to practice!
John: What are some of your earliest musical
memories?
Conal: Most of my early musical memories are
of Irish music, and mostly Donegal music. Since
my dad was friends with a few of the members of
Altan, they used to stay at our house in South
Philly when I was really young, so we'd always
get free tickets to their shows.
John: Describe the music scene in Philadelphia
for us.
Conal: The music scene in Philly is an
interesting one. Before I got involved in it, by all
accounts it was one of the best in the

country, with Mick Moloney, Eugene
O'Donnell, Ed Reavy. For various
reasons, the scene began to decline; the
older musicians either moved away or
died, and with a lack of new blood getting
involved in the Philadelphia Ceili Group,
the main group responsible for Irish Music
around, and many other widely known and
respected musicians. I caught the tail end
of that when I started, so the scene was
still relatively vibrant when I began getting
involved. Since coming back, though,
there seem to be several new heads, and
particularly young people getting involved,
so it looks like it's coming back.
John: Who are some of your local
influences?
Conal: Brendan Callahan and John
Brennan were my two teachers for Irish
music, and I was extremely lucky to have
two world class musicians who were also
excellent teachers. The biggest influence
on me was not a traditional one, but was
actually my music theory teacher, Roberto
Pace. A common theme my teachers had
was that they all taught me systems for
music, rather than specific stylistic things,
so I had the tools to construct my own
style on fiddle and guitar, as well as
deconstruct anyone else's.

Brendan Callahan (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvS5kxm3MLs) and John Brennan
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zawk3xxc7H4)
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John: What recording artists influenced you?
Conal: Even before I played guitar, Arty
McGlynn was my hero, since I always loved the
way you never noticed him so much as you
noticed the melody sounded really good.
Cathal Hayden and Frankie Gavin were major
influences on me for my fiddle playing, and I
really like their power house approach.
John: What prompted your decision to attend
the University of Limerick?
Conal: After I finished high school, I spent a
year in Galway to play music and figure out
what I wanted to do in college. I ended up
having a fantastic time, and a friend told me
about the course in Limerick, so I decided that I
might as well stay in the country and study
music.
John: You've been around the music all your
life. How has the traditional music scene - in
Ireland and America - evolved in the time
you've been playing?
Conal: I've been playing music seriously for
between 10 and 12 years now, and the Irish
and American scenes seem to have evolved on
very separate paths. The American scene
tends to draw its influences from more of the
older recordings, particularly the ones of
Michael Coleman and James Morrison, while
the Irish scene looks more to new influences,
things like Flook, Beoga, or Lau. This is a pretty
broad generalization, with MANY exceptions,
but seems to be generally the case.
John: You've visited WNY in several
capacities in the last ten years. Tell us about
some of your favorite characters and
experiences.
Conal: One of the biggest characters we've
met in New York has to be Marty Cahill out of
Syracuse. He's been a huge supporter of the
band, and has recommended us to so many
people, as well as taking really good care of us
any time we've been in the state. We were on
our first tour while our graduation was on back
in Ireland, so during our gig at the Irish festival
in Syracuse, Marty came on stage halfway
through and staged a mock graduation
ceremony for us!
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John: Your band, Goitse, is known not
just for its adept, tempo-bending
arrangements, but also for compositions
that sit seamlessly with the classics that
make up your repertoire. Those of us who
don't have the hard copy don't know yet,
but who does the lion's share of the
composition on your latest album?
Conal: We have a pretty even mix
between traditional tunes, modern
compositions by others, and our own
stuff. Of our own stuff, Aine does the bulk
of the writing, with Tadhg as a close
second. Transformed, the title tune of the
album was written by Aine and Colm
together, after they went to see the
Michael Bay masterpiece that inspired the
title.
John: How're you enjoying touring life?
Conal: Absolutely loving it. It takes me to
so many places that I would NEVER get
to see otherwise, and some of them end
up being some of my favorites. Nahma, in
upstate Michigan, is one example. We
were supposed to play in this little town
with a population of 70 on our first tour
just for a place to stay, and it ended up
being quite possibly my favorite place that
we've ever gigged, thanks to extremely
enthusiastic locals and a great night by a
fire off Lake Michigan.
John: And lastly: Pat's? Geno's? Some
Best-Kept-Secret you want to share?
Conal: Paul's Pizza, between 8th and 7th
on Sansom. You will not find a better
cheesesteak.
John Carty, Arty McGlynn, James Carty
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QEtAxPugdro).

Irish Fiddle : Cathal Hayden & Arty McGlynn
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gx8lRx7BTTA
&list=PLFFD9E7F93E681493

Frankie Gavin & Aidan Coffey
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-GXbyt2lSk)
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More March Events
March 8, Wadsworth Auditorium, Geneseo
Geneseo String Band
7 pm, with Drumcliffe Dancers
March 11 at 7 pm, St. John Fisher College, Basil Hall Auditorium
Irish American Cultural Institute: “Look Behind You” Multimedia
presentation through photograph and song by singer-songwriter Steafán
Hanvey.
March 12, 7:15 P.M. - by Tin Dipper ( Jon Griffin, Josh Gregg, and Mary Lester)
AN EVENING OF CELTIC MUSIC & VERSE

Pittsford Community Library, 24 State St., Pittsford N.Y. 14534
More Information -- http://www.townofpittsford.org/library
March 14, 7-10 pm, The Tavern 19, Restaurant & Party House, 1549 Lake Rd.,
Hamlin NY 14464
Tullamore Celtic Band
St. Patrick's Day Parade Warm-Up Party
March 15, 8-11 pm, Shooters Sports Bar & Grill
1226 Fairport Rd., Fairport NY 14454
Tullamore Celtic Band
St. Patrick's Day Parade Party
March 16, 11 am-2 pm, Mario's Italian Steakhouse
2740 Monroe Ave., Rochester NY 14618
Tullamore Celtic Band
Annual Gala Irish Brunch Buffet
March 17, 7-10 pm, Charlotte Tavern, 2 River St., Rochester NY
Tullamore Celtic Band
St. Patrick's Day Celebration

Comhaltas-Sponsored CEILI

Saturday, March 22, 2014
8 pm at McGinnity’s
Live music and dancing instruction
Admission $7.00 for general public; $5.00 for Comhaltas members

Photos from February 8 ceili
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From the Comhaltas branch chair:

Hello everyone,
We are doing several new things this year. We want to integrate CCE into as
many events and spheres as possible. We are actively encouraging the
participation of melody and rhythm players. In order to achieve this end, there
are now instrument specific music clubs that will meet monthly at the Pittsford
Recreation Center, located right in Pittsford Village. The clubs meet monthly on
Saturday from 10 am to noon. The focus will be on technique, tunes by ear, and
improvement in all areas of musicianship. Occasionally, we hope to have an
outside pro give a workshop.
Club workshop schedule:
First Saturday: concertina & accordion
Second Saturday: flute & tin whistle
Third Saturday: fiddle
Fourth Saturday: TBD
We have three talks scheduled Barry's Irish Pub and Bakery in Webster
(the 4 corners in the village). These will be held on April 6: “Battles and Ballads:
The Irish Soldier in the American Civil War” given by Scott Smith. May 4: “Soul of
an Irishman” given by Brian Clancy. June 1: “Love and Loss: The Irish Song and
the People Who Sing” given by Becky Farrell Ferrigno. These talks will begin at
1:30 pm and end at 3:30 so people can get to the Lima session. The talk will last
approximately 45 minutes, followed by talking and tunes if you wish to play. The
cost of attendance is $5.00 and that includes tea, cookies and scones. Alcohol
drinks may be purchased. Chili is also available for $2.00. Please come and bring
a friend.
We are planning a picnic and more ceili’s. Dancing is the best way to
understand the internal rhythms in Irish music. It is also fun.
We have linked up with other Irish organizations and several board members
have joined other Irish groups as liaisons. We have a new look to our Facebook
page and the website. Our ultimate goal is to have a Master Calendar for all Irish
organizations to post their events.
Courtesy of Marta Driscoll's mother, we were on the local cable channel
promoting CCE music and dance. That will air in March.
The Second Friday session will continue and will take place at McGinnity’s
on West Ridge Road. That session will have a leader and begins April 11.
As you can see, there is lots happening and with your participation, there
will be more to come. Thank you all for all you are doing. If you have any
questions or suggestions, call or email me, because without you, there is no CCE.
- Jean
[jeansmith1@frontier.com]

Look Who’s Coming to Town!
August 2, 2014
Runa
August 14, 2014
Full Set
September 4, 2014

www.runamusic.com/wordpress/

www.fullsetmusic.com/
Socks in the Frying Pan www.socksinthefryingpan.com/
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Branch Officers - 2014
Cathoirleach (Chair)
Jean Smith
Leas-Cathoirleach (Vice Chair)
John Ryan
Runai (Secretary)
Bill Hallahan
Cisteoir (Treasurer)
Lynn Pilaroscia
Michoir (Auditor)
Shawn Casey
Youth Officers
Amy Coppola, Marta Driscoll

Programs
Music Events
Cathy McGrath
Ted McGraw
John Ryan
Ceili Dancing
Arlene Miller
Membership
Bill Hallahan
Singers’ Session
Becky Farrell Ferrigno
Music Learner’s Session
Mark Ballard
Website
Dan McGrath
Newsletter
Bill Hallahan
Music Instrument Library
Mark Gowman
Concerts & Festivals
Dave Halligan
John Ryan
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Look for us on Facebook:

Rochester Irish Musician’s Association

Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann
MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
INFORMATION
2014
Dues:
First Adult
Second Adult
Family
Junior

$25.00
$ 8.00
$40.00
$ 4.00

Please make your check payable to: CCE
Mail to:
Comhaltas
6658 North Avon Road
Honeoye Falls, NY 14472
You can join or renew your Comhaltas
membership any time of the year and your
membership will commence on the date of
renewal and last for a full year from that date.

Irish music on the radio with Ted & John
McGraw:
Ol' Fiddler Show
WRUR 88.5 FM
Sundays 12:00-1pm
Irish Party House
WRUR 88.5 FM
Sundays 1pm-2pm

There will be regular Comhaltas Branch Meetings on the last Sunday of every month at
Johnny’s at 4:30 – 5:00 pm for members to contribute ideas and learn how to support
upcoming activities.
If you have ideas or articles or announcements or photos that you would
like to be included in this newsletter, please send them to
Bill Hallahan at whallah3@naz.edu.
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Comhaltas-Sponsored Music Sessions, Dancing, Singing
st

1 Sundays of every month:
4:00 pm
October - May

The American Hotel
7304 E. Main Street, Lima, NY

d

2r Friday of every month:
7:00 pm CCE music session

Now at McGinnity’s beginning April 11, 2014

Every Monday:
6:00 pm waltz session
T.R. Noonan’s, 7804 Pittsford-Palmyra Road (Route 31)
7:00-9:00 pm: jigs, reels, etc. same tune set each week (mostly)
Ben Hockenberry set up a website for the Monday session:

https://sites.google.com/site/rocnyslowsession/
Last Sunday of every month:
3:00 pm Music Learning Session
4:30-5:00 Comhaltas branch meetings
5:00 pm Regular session
Every Tuesday night:
7:00 pm (study session)

Johnny's Irish Pub
1342 Culver Road, Rochester, NY

Charlotte Tavern
2 River Road & Lake Ave.

Set Dancing Every Wednesday:
McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant
7:30 pm
534 West Ridge Road
No experience, no partner necessary.
Instructors: Arlene Miller (585) 663-4438 and Matt Ruf and James Coughlin, Sr.

For current and past news, photographs, and local activities:

http://www.irishrochester.org

OTHER TRADITIONAL IRISH & CELTIC MUSIC SESSIONS
Sheridan's Pub 1551 Mt. Hope Avenue, Rochester. Seisiun Dé Domhnaigh every Sunday at
2:00-7:00 pm. Leader: John Ryan
Barry’s Old School Irish, Webster. Every Saturday, 2:00-5:30 pm. Leader: John Ryan
Kelly's in Geneseo every other Monday, 8 pm. Leader: Jim Kimball & Geneseo String Band
Scottish Sessions: First Wednesdays at Sheridan’s beginning at 7:00 pm
Carroll's Bar and Restaurant, 1768 East Main St., Rochester: frequently & Wren Day

IRISH FILM FEIS

Sponsored by the

Rochester Chapter of the Irish American Cultural Institute.
Celebrate Ireland’s best films.
The film will be introduced with some background by John O’Sullivan.
Dinner buffet included. $20/nonmembers, $17 IACI members.
Location: Lemoncello, 137 East Commercial Street, East Rochester
Contact: Katherine McMahon Flynn – 585-288-4538
kmcmfly@yahoo.com
Reservations required 5 days prior to show date.
March 9 The Butcher Boy (110 min, 1997) Time: 4:00 – 7:00 pm

April 13: Ryan’s Daughter (206 min, 1970) Note: this film begins at 3 pm

